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Children’s Commissioner for England 

 

Purpose of report 

For discussion. 

 

Summary 

Dame Rachel de Souza began her tenure as the Children’s Commissioner for England on 1 

March 2021. She has launched “The Big Ask” to inform a new report on the future of 

childhood in England and the barriers preventing children from achieving their full potential. 

This meeting is an opportunity for Members to discuss with Dame Rachel her priorities for 

the coming years, highlight key issues in their localities and consider the ways in which local 

government can support the Commissioner’s ambitions for children and young people. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Contact officer:  Louise Smith 

Position:   Senior Adviser – Children and Young People 

Phone no:   07464 652769  

Email:    louise.smith@local.gov.uk 

 

 

 

 

Recommendation 

Members are recommended to discuss the Children’s Commissioner’s priorities and 

highlight particular areas of concern or opportunities for joint working between the LGA 

and the Office of the Children’s Commissioner. 

Action 

Officers to take any actions arising from the discussion. 

http://www.local.gov.uk/
mailto:info@local.gov.uk
mailto:louise.smith@local.gov.uk
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Children’s Commissioner for England 

 

Background 

1. The Children’s Commissioner for England is a statutory post created following a 

recommendation made by Lord Laming in the Victoria Climbie Inquiry. The post is 

sponsored by the Department for Education but is independent of government and not 

required to execute government policy. 

 

2. The Commissioner’s remit includes understanding what children and young people think 

about things and challenging and making recommendations to decision makers to 

encourage them to take children’s best interests into account. The post has special 

responsibilities for the rights of children who are in or leaving care, living away from 

home or receiving social care services. She also speaks for wider groups of children on 

non-devolved issues including immigration (for the whole of the UK) and youth justice 

(for England and Wales).  

 

3. The post has unique data gathering powers and powers of entry to talk with children in 

order to gain evidence to bring about lasting change and improvements for children, 

particularly the most vulnerable. 

 

4. The new Children’s Commissioner for England, Dame Rachel de Souza, began her six-

year tenure on 1 March 2021. 

 

5. Dame Rachel’s background is in education. She turned around two schools from 

struggling to outstanding before founding and leading the Inspiration Trust, a multi-

academy trust of fourteen schools in East Anglia. The Trust has twice ranked as the 

nation’s top group of comprehensive schools based on pupil progress at GCSE. She was 

made a Dame in 2014 for services to education. 

 

6. Dame Rachel’s appointment was subject to a pre-appointment hearing by the Education 

Select Committee. The committee has published a report on the appointment, including 

details of the appointment process, and a letter to the Secretary of State for Education 

confirming its recommendation for the appointment. 

The Big Ask 

7. Upon taking up her post, Dame Rachel launched “The Big Ask” – the biggest ever 

consultation with children undertaken in England. The survey asked children what makes 

them happy and what worries them, to understand their priorities for improving childhood 

post-Covid. The survey closed on 28 May. 

 

https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/273183/5730.pdf
https://publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm5801/cmselect/cmeduc/1030/103002.htm
https://committees.parliament.uk/publications/4044/documents/40360/default/
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8. The results from ‘The Big Ask’ will be at the heart of the Childhood Commission, a review 

of the future of childhood inspired by the ambition of William Beveridge’s 1940s report, 

which laid the foundations of the post-War social security system. The Childhood 

Commission will identify the barriers preventing children from reaching their full potential, 

propose solutions and come up with targets by which improvements can be monitored. 

 

9. Dame Rachel has indicated her desire to create a joined-up strategy for children, 

reflecting the LGA’s own calls for a cross-Whitehall strategy for children and ambitions 

for a child-centred recovery. 

Implications for Wales 

10. Dame Rachel’s remit is largely limited to England, however she has responsibilities for 

non-devolved issues including immigration and youth justice. 

 

11. Wales has its own Children’s Commissioner, Sally Holland. The Children’s 

Commissioners of the four nations will work together on areas of concern across the UK 

where relevant, for example in their joint report to the United Nations Committee on the 

Rights of the Child in 2020. 

Financial Implications 

12. None. 

Next steps 

13. Board Members are recommended to discuss with Dame Rachel her priorities while in 

post, and highlight key issues for children in their areas. Members are also encouraged 

to share examples or ideas of how local and central government could work better 

together to improve children’s lives. 

 

 

https://schoolsweek.co.uk/dame-rachel-de-souza-childrens-commissioner/
https://www.local.gov.uk/publications/child-centred-recovery#executive-summary
https://www.childcomwales.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/2020/12/UN-report-2020-examination-.pdf

